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JOINT COMMITTEE REPORT IN PURSUANCE TO THE ORDER DT. 24.09.2025 OF
HON’BLE NGT (PB) NEW DELHI

In the matter of:

Original Application No. 490/2025 - Surrender Singh vs. State of Haryana &
Others before theHon’ble NGT, Principal Bench at New Delhi

1.0 Background of the Case:

1. The Hon’ble National Green Tribunal, Principal Bench, New Delhi, through its
order dated 24.09.2025 in 0.A. No. 490/2025, directed a factual verification
regarding the alleged illegal felling of trees at Salhawas Stadium.

2. The Deputy Commissioner, Jhajjar forwarded the Tribunal directions for
necessary action via Letter No. Panchayat/6756 dated 24.11.2025.

3. Pursuant to the NGT order, a Joint Committee comprising SDM Jhajjar,(as
representative of DM Jhajjar), DFO Jhajjar, and MoEF&CC representative was

~ constituted for the inquiry.

4. SDM Jhajjar issued Letter No. 1263-64/Steno dated 19.11.2025, directing all
committee members to attend the joint inspection scheduled on 09.12.2025 at
3:00 PM at Salhawas Stadium.

5. Prior to the Joint Committee visit, DFO Jhajjar conducted an independent site
inspection on 06.12.2025 and submitted report with photographs to the

Deputy Commissioner, Jhajjar. (Attached as Annexure-A)
1.1 Compliance of Order dated 10.12.2024
1. The Hon’ble NGT (PB), New Delhi vide Order dated 10.12.2024 (copy enclosed),

in the captioned matter has directed that,

Having regard to the seriousness of the allegation made in the OA, we form
a joint committee comprising of RO, MoEF&CC, Chandigarh, Representative
of PCCF, Haryana and District Magistrate, Jhajjar, Haryana.

District Magistrate, Jhajjar will act as a coordinating agency in the

committee.
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The committee will visit the site ascertain the truthfulness of the allegations
made by the applicant and also ascertain the number of trees which have
been illegally cut on the spot and persons responsible for the same and

suggest appropriate restorative and remedial measures.

Let this exercise be completed within a period of eight weeks and report be

submitted before the Tribunal immediately thereafter.

2. The Joint Committee comprising of following officials inspected the site on
09.12.2025.

S.no Name and Designation Organization

1 Sh. Ankit Kumar Chouksey, IAS | Sub Divisional Officer (Civil) / SDM,
Jhajjar(,(as representative of DM
Jhajjar))

2 Sh. Praveen Kumar, HFS | Divisional Forest Officer, Jhajjar

3 Shri N.K. Dimri, Technical | RO, MoEF&CC, Chandigarh

Officer (Gr-I),

Following official was also present during the site inspection:

i. Shri Rahul BDPO Salhawas

3. The Joint Committee conducted site inspection on 09.12.2025 in the presence of
Panchayat representatives, local committee members, and accused persons.

4. Statements of accused and witnesses were recorded. The complainant did not
appear despite personal intimation through the village Chowkidar-Dalbir singh.

2.0 Approach :

1. Examined the petition/complaint filed before the Hon’ble NGT.

2. Reviewed Revenue, Forest, and Panchayat records relating to ownership and
land status.

3. Conducted DFO inspection (06.12.2025) and Joint Committee inspection
(09.12.2025).

4. Recorded statements of concerned persons, including Sarpanch, chowkidar, and
accused.

5. Complainant remained absent despite personal intimation.
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6. Collected photographs with geo-tagged evidence from the site.

2.1 Observations w.r.t the allegations made by the Applicant:

1.

The land where the trees were found is Gram Panchayat land, Village
Salhawas and not forest land.

There were five green trees (Eucalyptus hybrid species) have been felled by
the ground management committee (the person namely Omprakash, Devender
Singh) without Prior Permission from the competent authority since the
trees belong to Gram-panchayat. It was found that out of the 05 cut down
trees, 03 trees were damaged by the wind and stem /branches were
twisted and broken from the middle by the wind storm. It is also observed
that there are several trees branches (mainly eucalyptus trees around 8-10)
were also found damage in the stadium ground due to wind storm, as confirmed
by villagers and visual evidence.

As per opinion of present villager’s, local committee members shifted the fallen
trees from the running track to ensure safety of children and athletes using the
stadium.

No fresh stumps or symptoms of recent intentional tree cutting were observed
during the inspection.

No evidence was found suggesting that the wood (logs)was removed for
unauthorized gain. wood material(logs) was found on-site.

The complainant’s absence prevented verification of his allegations.

On site five trees (Eucalyptus hybrid) were found felled illegally and
converted into logs, lying at the site on 06/12/2025 and 09.12.2025. These
were handled without formal permission, thereby constituting a procedural
lapse.

Extent of Environmental Impact: No wildlife, forest, or large-scale ecological

damage noted.
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2.2. Responsibility / Default

Procedural lapse is attributable to Panchayat representatives / local
monitoring committee, who processed the green standing trees without
required permissions.

No evidence of intentional illegal cutting or commercial motive was
established, as all logs were found lying on-site.

Complainant’s non-appearance despite notice limited direct verification of

allegations.

3. Recommendations

Gram Panchayat may be directed to strictly follow statutory procedures for
handling, shifting, or disposing of fallen/damaged trees.

Tree cost and compensation price should be recovered from the offenders
Compensatory plantation to be carried out in a minimum ratio of 1:3(three trees
for every tree felled) in the same stadium

Only indigenous species shall be used for compensatory afforestation.

5. Plantation shall be completed during the ensuing monsoon season.

SR A o

Maintenance and survival shall be ensured by the gram panchayat for minimum

three years

List of Annexure

DFO Jhajjar Report dated 06.12.2025(Annexure -R/1)

Photographs of fallen/felled trees with GPS coordinates (Annexure -R/2)
Geotagged location map (Annexure -R/3)

site photo of dated 09/12/2025 (Annexure -R/4)

Revenue/Jamabandi records of land (Annexure -R/5)

Statements recorded from: (Annexure —-R/6)

o Sarpanch, Village Salhawas
o Offenders: Sh. Om Prakash & Sh. Devender Singh

o Dalbir, Chowkidar (Complainant absent despite notice)
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Final Submission

This inquiry report is respectfully submitted before the Hon’ble National Green

Tribunal, Principal Bench, New Delhi, in compliance with its order dated 24.09.2025
in 0.A. No. 490/2025.

\

NN
Ny

N.K. Dimri, Technical Officer (Gr-I), Praveen l{il:lmar, HFS
RO, MoEF&CC, Chandigarh Divisional Forest Officer, Jhajjar

o

.%"/

Ankit Kumar Chouksey, IAS
Sub Divisional Officer (Civil) / SDM, Jhajjar

Sh. Swapnil Ravindra Patil IAS
Deputy commissioner Jhajjar
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faemr:- Request for immediate administrative and legal action against illegal tree
felling in Rajiv Gandhi Stadium, Salhawas on 22-06-2025 — Breach of
District and Environment Governance.

SER JOD PRI HI TAEH GGEA/6756 fadid 24.11.2025

__w_._
Seutd UF & Trery N U I HYEm ol & (o favmifed Aeeead

#1 Priew Preeaed g) asbug o e sierd w fes Tl & e it
06.12.2025 $1 Frar | Aebrged @ Al & XA B geR § 9w gY TIg
e R e B weR 9 8-

Name of | Marking | Species Girth | Class | Volume | Condition of | Estimated Cost as | Remarks
site No. (in ' Tree per Departmental
cm) Green/Dry/Soun | cost norms ( Price
d/Unsound + Compensation)
Rajiv 1 Euclyptus | 112 11 0.95 Green Felled 7500+500=8000/- Girth Based
Gandhi Hybird on Tree
Khel Stump
Stadium found at site
Salhawas | 2 Euclyptus | 145 A 1.71 Green Felled 14500+500=15000/- Girth Based
Hybird on Tree
Stump
lound at site
3 Euclyptus | 126 A 1.71 Green Felled 14500+500=15000/- Girth Bascd
Hybird on Tree
Stump
found at site
4 LEuclyptus | 143 1A 1.71 Green Felled 14500+500=15000/- Girth Based
Hybird on Tree
Stump
found at site
5 Euclyptus | 150 1B 2.7 Green Felled 19500+500=20000/- Girth Based
Hybird on Tree
Stump
= _tound at sire.
L Total 73000/- =




109
!

Abstract
sl)ccies 1l “THA 1B 1A 1B Total | Volume
Euc. I 3 | 0 0 5 | 8.78 ;\
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